Report of Expert Webinar FDP Series -IV
The Centre for Teaching Learning (CTL) organized an interesting talk on the Topic: 'Teaching Writing across Disciplines in the Age of Online Education' as a part of the Expert Webinar FDP Series IV,   on 9th December (Wednesday), 2020. The Resource Person for the talk was Prof. Saori Sadoshima, Faculty of International Research and Education, Waseda University, Tokyo. Session started at 12.30pm and ended at 1.30pm. 

The speaker for the webinar Prof. Dr Saori Sadoshima was introduced to the participants by Dr. Sameena Falleiro. The speaker began by giving an overview of the present situation and the start of MOOC concept back in 2008.  In the following slides she explained various types of online teaching including blended learning, break off and hybrid type of learning which they have been experimenting at Waseda University, Tokyo and also simultaneously highlighted the challenges faced in their implementation. The speaker also gave an insight into Waseda’s academic writing course where she also explained the concept of having Teacher Assistants. The session ended with an overview of the topics and discussion  followed by resolving all the queries of the faculty members of the college. 
It was an insightful experience for all the participants who will surely benefit from this exposure into different strategies that can be adopted for online teaching and learning. Session ended with a vote of thanks by Ms. Sharmila Menezes.    
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Participation of graduate students

+ Enabled graduate students to participate in the teaching of writing,

+ Graduate students register for a 15-week training course (A course for graduate students across
disciplines) to become Teaching Assistants (

+ Only thase who had high grades in this training course become TAs

Currently, we have around 70 graduate-student TAs who are in charge of this work

They graduate, thus, we run this course throughout the year to develop new TAs.

However
+ In Japanese universities” TAs are not allowed to grade students’ papers.
« Itis possible only under the supervision of professors.

« Hence, I established a system.
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+ In this process, it is important to remind them that there are ahways multiple ways to revise 8
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Thank you for your attention

shima@waseda.jp

I hope we all manage to go through this difficult time and even
learn something that leads us to an unexpected fruitful outcome!

August 201 F
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In feedback, words have power to encourage
people or to hurt people

Current social issue in Japan; Usage of abusive words in SNS
v Afemale idol committed suicide suffering from the slandering,
v Young children at school use their cell phones for bullying.

Viriting teachers have the responsibility to teach that:
+ Words possess power to both encourage and hurt people.

* The comments should poing out the weakness of the writing, however, the
comments are expected fo be constructive and warm enough to motivate
the writer to revise.

Assessing others’ writings and giving comments to cach other are good
opportunities to experience the power of words.
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